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Transforming a Classroom 
into a Multi-Sensory 
Learning Space 

 Bringing Historical 
Figures to Life
Rosa Parks, Walt Disney, Abigal Adams 
and Jacqueline 
Kennedy were just 
a few of the well-
known personalities 
to come to life 
at the second-
grade Automated 
Wax Museum exhibit at Kaegebein 
Elementary. The wax museum project 
was the culmination of a research-
based project where students chose an 
important historical figure to research. 
Students discovered many aspects about 
their person’s life using iPads, PebbleGo, 
World Encyclopedia and print resources. 
The students wrote reports, created 
Tagxedos, formed a Pic Collage and 
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Enter the combined first-grade classrooms at Grand 
Island’s Charlotte Sidway Elementary School for the 
first time, and you’ll likely be struck by what the kids 
are sitting on – if they’re sitting at all. While standard 
elementary school desks and chairs are still there, one is 
just as likely to see students jiggling atop giant stability 
balls, wiggling on balance boards, or giggling while 
sunken into a comfy bean bag chair.

The 36 first-graders, which include some special education 
students, are able to move between the two rooms for their 
small learning group center activities. Students may prefer 
different seating options on different days depending 
upon how they may be feeling. They may also need to use 
sensory tools, fidget toys or weighted objects, to subtly 
fidget and get their attention regulated. This is acceptable, 
understandable and encouraged, say their classroom 
teachers.

The comprehensive multi-sensory classroom environment was deliberately created by general 
education teachers Melissa Taylor and Stephanie Varner, special education teacher Kim 
MacDonell and teaching assistant Kim Groff with the support of principal Denise Dunbar.

“We have found that providing students with ongoing opportunities for choice, movement 
and sensory integration has been particularly beneficial for all students,” said teacher 
Melissa Taylor. “We regularly observe students taking ownership of their learning and 
choosing a seat or work space that best fits their individual needs.” 

“We try to implement various activities that require students to use various senses, such 
as visual, auditory and kinesthetic. Every child learns in a different way and it is our 
responsibility to help each child find what works best,” said teacher Stephanie Varner.

Through much research on their own, grant 
funding and assistance from Erie 1 BOCES, the 
teachers designed a learning environment of 
both large and small group instruction to allow 
students to learn using more than one sense at a 
time and to have the flexibility to choose where 
they will learn best. 

While the content and rigor remains the same, 
much of the instruction takes place in a small
 group setting; a station. Transitions occur between 
stations approximately every 15 minutes.

Teen Art Studio 
to Open Soon at 
Town Rec Center 
The Grand Island recreation department 
is developing an open art studio for 
Island students in grades 9-12. The 
studio will give teens a place to make 
artwork, attend art related activities, and 
work in a safe environment, conducive 
to creative and focused study in the 
arts. Students in the GIHS art club have 
been hard at work setting up the space, 
located in the activity center of the town 
recreation department on Whitehaven 
Road. Used furniture was donated by 
the Grand Island Central School District 
and the town will supply art materials. 
An official opening is planned for later 
this month. For questions or donations 
contact Cindy Wynne at cindywynne@
grandislandschools.org, or Joe Menter at 
773-9680 or JMenter@grand-island.ny.us
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Pictured is Joey Cicero using 
one of the VR devices.

Taking a Cardboard Carpet 
Ride at VCMS with VR
Field trips are the ultimate way to excite students, secure 
content and provide students with hands-on learning that 
keeps them engaged, but sometimes field trips simply aren’t 
accessible. That’s where Google Cardboard comes in. Google 
Cardboard is an inexpensively priced Virtual Reality Viewer that 
works with a smart device, and allows a 360 degree viewing 
experience of anywhere in the world.

Middle school students in Team A’s social studies classes 
capitalized on the opportunity to use Cardboard Viewers in their 
classroom and used them to explore faraway lands to correlate 
with their studies of ancient civilizations. When exploring ancient Egypt, Google Cardboard 
viewers were employed to allow a close up viewing of the Great Pyramid of Khufu, The 
Sphinx and other ancient landmarks from the land of the pharaohs. When studying China, 
students felt as though they were standing on the precipice of the Great Wall gazing out 
into the wild wilderness of Mongolia or standing above the masses of Terra Cotta soldiers 
guarding the tomb of Qin Shi Huangdi. The students were thrilled with the experiences and 
many sought more opportunities to view these images independently.

The app that facilitates the experience is Google Street View, a free app for iOS or Droid. 
Given a general location, 360 Photosphere images are accessible for anyone to view via the 
app. In the classroom the app allowed students an opportunity to secure their knowledge 
of place, location and geography with respect to their area of study and gave them a more 
intimate look at the landmarks and other features of the regions. Field trips are great, but 
this Cardboard Carpet Ride gave these sixth-grade students the next best experience!

 

Sidway 
Celebrates 
100 Days
First-graders in 
Janine Schroeder’s  
class celebrate  
100 days

Scholarships 
Available for 
Seniors
The GIHS Senior Scholarship 
applications are due in the guidance 
office by April 26 at 3 p.m. There are 
strict guidelines that students need 
to follow when applying for these 
scholarships. No late applications are 
accepted after April 26. Applications and 
scholarship descriptions are available on 
the GIHS website under Featured News. 
Members from the community are able 
to donate to the scholarship program and 
last year over $50,000 was awarded to 
our senior class. There are currently 47 
participating organizations. Some are 
school organizations, some are memorial 
scholarships, some are community 
organizations and some are donated by 
community members or teachers. 

PTA Council Meeting
The PTA Council Island Wide Meeting 
is April 24 at 6:30 p.m. in the Charlotte 
Sidway Elementary School cafeteria. All 
are welcome.
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FACS Curriculum Goes Beyond 
Sewing and Cooking
When people think of Family and Consumer Science, they often conjure up 
images of making aprons and chocolate chip cookies. Certainly, these still have 
their place in some homes, but the FACS curriculum has evolved over the years 
to one that encourages proper clothing care and nutritious eating habits. In 
addition, new topics have been added to make our youth college and career ready. 
Thus, eighth graders at VCMS spend several weeks discussing interests, aptitudes 
and values as components of choosing a satisfying career and then using the 
database, Career Cruising, to match theirs to potential career paths. As often as 
possible, this process precedes selection of electives for their freshman schedule, 
so as to best make use of the four years of high school. Pictured are Jordan Jakuminiak, Alex Sturtz and Christian Quick highlighting 
their research to be used for an argumentative writing piece and a graphic glog, or Glogster, to represent key features, advantages 
and disadvantages of certain careers. Students are encouraged not just to focus on earnings, but to consider job outlook, educational 
requirements and matches to interests, aptitudes and values. Finished portfolios are sent home for parents to see growth from the pre-
project stage to the post-project reflection, where students often branch out and grow in their ideas of career paths. Since teens are 
often introspective with their thoughts and feelings, this allows parents to see into their teen’s heart and mind. This also helps parents 
to get on board to help their sons and daughters find volunteer, shadow or interviewing opportunities to further them along pathways 
to being happy, healthy and productive citizens. Projects are also posted on a bulletin board near the cafeteria to allow underclassmen 
the chance to discover career paths that they have not yet begun to consider.

Grand Island Central School District

Dancing the Night Away at 
Healthy Heart Night
Dancing, Zumba and strength competitions were highlights of the Kaegebein Elementary 
free Healthy Heart Night for students and families. Led by teachers Melissa Nesselbeck 
and Lynn Ackendorf, the health heart committee 
planned and organized the various stations, games, and 
activities. Some of the highlights of the night included 
a dance party in the gym, Zumba, a Test Your Strength 
competition, and a dental health presentation. Students 
also had the opportunity to make stress balls, check 
their blood pressure, make their own fruit kabobs, and 
sample healthy snack and lunch choices. Games such 
as Breakfast BINGO and Musical Veggies were also 
a hit, and for those wishing to tap into their creative 
side, a healthy choices craft was also available to 
design. 

New additions this year were Walgreen’s Wellness, a 
presentation by the Power Authority, the Kaegebein 
Garden Club, and a Healthy Hearing station offered 
by Speech/Language Pathologist Emily Zarbo. A 
dress down collection was organized by AnnMarie 
Stewart, school nurse. Faculty and staff supported the 
American Heart Association by donating the money 
collected during the month of February.

Students participated in a school-wide exercise break the week of the Healthy Heart event. 
At 2:50 p.m. an announcement was made for all students, faculty, and staff to stop what 
they were doing and join in. Exercises included jumping jacks, rocket jumps, bells, slalom 
skiers, and heel slaps.

Healthy Heart Night has been a tradition at Kaegebein for 12 years and each year proves 
to be more successful than the last. With parents and teachers as partners in education, our 
students will continue on a healthy path to success. 

Bringing Historical 
Figures to Life
Continued from page 1

transformed themselves into the person 
they were researching. 

After completing 
the written and 
technology pieces 
of the project, the 
students memorized 
three facts about 
their important 
figure and created 
a costume. Dressed 
in the costume and adopting a still pose, 
students waited for the visitors to the 
Automated Wax Museum exhibit to push 
a button to activate their exhibit. Once 
activated, the students recited one of the 
facts they had memorized about their 
person. 

All grade levels were invited, as well 
as parents, teachers and administrators. 
Visitors were asked to complete a com-
pliment card as payment for their visit. 

Channel 7 News stopped by to record 
our students in the act. In the end, 
students walked away from this event 
with a taste of what true research looks 
like, an understanding of how hard work 
pays off, and an everlasting memory of 
their time here at Kaegebein.
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Message From Your Superintendent

Brian Graham, Ed.D.
Superintendent of Schools

Dear Grand Island Families:

Over the past eight months, I have been constantly impressed with our incredible school system and the wonderful 
opportunities available to our students. Most recently, I have had the pleasure of visiting classrooms all across the 
district to observe our amazing teachers work with their fantastic students. During these observations I have seen 
students engaged in meaningful learning that is purposely designed to be rigorous as well as developmentally 
appropriate. Our teachers truly embrace the concept of designing instruction that is differentiated for their students. 
They also demonstrate instructional leadership in the classroom as facilitators of high quality learning. 

I have also been excited to see the depth and breadth of our educational program as it exists across the district. Our administrators, teachers 
and support staff are facilitating a comprehensive and diversified educational program that meets the various needs of all students. This 
is inherent in our mission and vision across the district. Each and every day, our students are provided with a high-quality education that 
includes outstanding academic and extracurricular programs, led by highly effective teachers. Our students are also being exposed to the 
latest technological tools in classroom instruction, while learning in facilities that are well maintained and safe.

As I work with our district leaders and the Board of Education on the school budget for the 2017-18 school year, we are all focused on 
developing a budget that retains all of our community mandated student programs and activities. We know how important it is to keep these 
community mandates while also working to develop a long-term sustainable budget designed to provide the best diversified educational 
program for all students.

Please join us in the weeks and months ahead as we discuss the budget at our Board meetings and present the final budget to the community 
on May 8. Your input is valued and we are grateful to the entire community as we work together for the betterment of our students.

Sincerely,

Brian Graham, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools

GIHS Junior Elected to State DECA Board
Yusuf Mojawalla, a junior at Grand Island 
High School, was elected to the state 
DECA board as executive vice president 
of finance during the New York DECA 
State Career Conference. Yusuf prepared 
for this election with fellow classmate 
Sophia Castillo who introduced him during 
the “meet the candidates” portion of the 
conference. Speaking to an audience of 
2,000, both Sophia and Yusuf came away 
with a positive and energizing speech. In 
addition, Sophia and Yusuf also qualified for 
the DECA International Career Conference 
in Anaheim, Calif. 

Also qualifying for the International 
conference were the team of Abigail 
Czerwonka, Jessica Faso and Catherine 
Merletti who presented a hospitality and 
tourism operations plan for the judges 
and the team of Gabriella Bergstrom, 
Erin Cool and Lauren Merletti with their 
“Lead to Clean” recycling project from the 
Gus Macker tournament. Sarah Swagler 
placed first in the state in hotel and lodging 
management and rounds out the nine 
students who advance to the International 
competition level.

Other student winners include Elizabeth 
Koyn, fourth in the state for decision 
making and Christian Whetham who placed 
first for public speaking prepared! All in 
all, Grand Island walked away with over 
30 medals and 11 trophies from the state 
contest.

Local judges at the conference included 
Fahim Mojawalla of Island Ship Center, 
Steve Marchitte of M&T Bank, Corey 
McGowan and Whitney Bower.

Pictured are Mary Jane Fonte Middle 
School DECA Advisor, Ally Fay, Luke 
Hess, High School Advisors Cheryl 

Chamberlain and Amy Boutet. Also shown 
are Sophia Castillo, Yusuf Mojawalla, and 
Dr. Brian Graham, superintendent.
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College Signing
Marcy Barberic signs her national letter of intent to attend the University at Buffalo to play soccer.

Sidway Superstars
The Sidway Superstars raised $4,072 for the Relay for Life of the American Cancer Society 
through a number of fundraisers during the school year, according to Joyce Cowan, Team 
Captain for Sidway Superstars. 

Visiting Eco Island
Huth Road Elementary fifth-grade students in Celeste Angelo’s and Karen Schauger’s 
classes went to Eco Island Nature Center for some hands-on weather activities. The students 
applied concepts they had learned in class as they rotated through five weather-related 
stations, manned by parents and teachers, including Dianne Tiede, Coordinator of Eco 
Island. The activities demonstrated the principles of density, an introduction to weather 
instruments, the influence of water temperature upon cloud formation, measuring the dew 
point, and how air masses respond to heating and cooling. The Eco Island Nature Center 
is available to all Grand Island students to learn and experience science concepts through 
exploration of its indoor and outdoor classrooms. The facility and grounds are open 
throughout the school year. Students were actively engaged in the variety of weather-related 
activities and thoroughly enjoyed learning in this environment.

Grand Island Central School District

K-12 Artist of 
the Month
January

Wyatt Smith, a first 
grader at Charlotte 
Sidway Elementary 
School, is a terrific 
student but he is also 
very creative with 
every art medium he 
uses. Wyatt loves to 
draw sharks here in 

the art room and at home. He hopes one 
day to be able to study sharks and teach 
everyone how to draw all different kinds 
of sharks. Wyatt’s work ethic makes his 
art teacher very proud. 

February
Yifan Shen, an 
eighth-grader at 
Veronica Connor 
Middle School, is 
an exceptionally 
talented and creative 
young artist whose 
dedication and effort 
is apparent in all 
of her work. She 

is an accelerated art student, currently 
enrolled in Studio in Art where she is 
earning high school credit while still in 
eighth grade. Yifan has been interested in 
art since she was four. “Art is important 
because I feel very accomplished when 
my experiences become reality and it’s 
something I enjoy,” she said. Her work 
consistently displays a mastery of media 
and a meticulous eye for detail. She is 
a creative, divergent thinker capable of 
solving complex visual problems and 
able to use her abilities to express her 
unique and beautiful artistic voice. Yifan 
cites the encouragement and inspiration 
of family as contributing to her artistic 
success. Yifan’s positive work ethic and 
her meticulous attention to detail are two 
of the reasons why she was selected as 
recipient of this award. Her art teacher 
describes her as an exceptional student 
with natural abilities and tremendous 
artistic potential. Her creative abilities 
and artistic potential mark her as truly 
extraordinary.

Help Us Get 
to 200 Twitter 
Followers
To keep up to date with news from 
our schools, follow the District 
Twitter account @GrandIslandCSD. 
Help us reach the 200 follower mark.
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VCMS Students Youth 
In Art Month Display
March is a busy month for Connor 
Middle School artists. In addition to 
displays within the building, student 
work is viewable at the Grand Island 
Public Library throughout the month. 
Highlighting the learning taking place 
through the visual arts program at the 
school, student 
work in a wide 
variety of 
visual media, 
illustrates 
the ways in 
which students 
use art as a 
language; reacting and engaging with the 
world around them. Pastel paintings, pen 
and ink, graphite, collage, graphic design 
and watercolor paintings are among the 
works to be displayed.

The display is an annual spring 
undertaking for students at VCMS, in 
honor of Youth In Art Month. The annual 
observance began nationwide in 1961 as 
a collaborative effort between the Art and 
Craft Materials Institute, the National Art 
Education Association and the Council 
for Art Education in order to emphasize 
and make known the value of art 
education for all students and to support 
quality art programs within the nation’s 
schools. Students at Connor Middle 
School will join thousands of other 
students across the US in participating in 
activities to mark the occasion. Among 
its many goals, Youth In Art Month 
seeks to direct attention to the value of 
art education as an important component 
of the total student experience and 
educational curricula within schools. 
Recognizing that art education fosters 
understanding which helps develop 
citizens of a global society, Youth In Art 
Month seeks to make communities aware 
of the divergent and critical thinking 
skills inherent in art-based learning.

Pictured are eighth grade students Peyton 
Shearer and Grace Samplinski (pastel 
paintings) and Maya Pecoraro, Kaylin 
Frost, Jack Mandura (collage).

Message From Your BOE President
Just a few weeks ago, Punxsutawney Phil once again saw his shadow, 
indicating we had six more weeks of winter! I am hoping that by the time 
you are reading this spring will have sprung! Hopefully during those six 
weeks, you will have had the opportunity to see the Music Man musical, 
the Kaleidoscope Strings concert, Choral concert, All Island band concert 
attended a School Board budget session or two, and possibly some of the 
many sporting events.

The more time I serve on the school, the more I fall in love with and 
appreciate just how special the Grand Island School District is. I am 
envious of the plethora of opportunities that all the students have and the variety of ways 
they have to learn. I have experienced how each building has its own unique ways of 
teaching this rigorous curriculum in ways that are so much fun, you don’t even realize 
you are doing schoolwork! These opportunities include learning about math and science 
concepts and other STEM opportunities, through a Future Goal online program along with 
attending a Sabres’ practice. I am amazed at the intensity of learning going on throughout 
each of our buildings. All of our employees are working together with the best interest of 
the students and community of Grand Island, teamwork at its best.

Budget time has also arrived. Having a budget process that is transparent to the board and 
the community allows decisions to be made with confidence that all avenues have been 
vetted. Some decisions are easier made than others, but we are always focused on the end 
goal which is to do what is best for our students and the community.

This spring, there will be two Board of Education positions open. If you are interested in 
running, please stop by District office to pick up a petition from Janet Schuster, the District 
Clerk. Each of the board positions is a three-year term, beginning July 1, 2017. Petitions 
can be picked on March 20 and are to be returned no later than 5 p.m. on April 17. Petitions 
will require 30 signatures this year. I personally welcome any interested persons who may 
have questions about what the positions entails to call or email me directly, at LisaPyc@
grandislandschools.org.

Graciously, 
 
 
Lisa Pyc 
School Board President

Grand Island Central School District

Kindergarten and UPK Registration 
Information
To effectively plan for the 2017-2018 school year, the Grand Island Central School 
District would like to know how many children reside on Grand Island who are eligible for 
kindergarten enrollment in September 2017. Any child who will reach their fifth birthday on 
or before December 1, 2017 is eligible to attend kindergarten in September 2017. 

Kindergarten registration packets can be picked up at the District Office or printed from 
the District website. Please call the District Office at 773-8800 (ext. 0) between the hours 
of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. and give your name, your child’s name child’s date of birth, address 
and telephone number. At the time of registration you will need to bring proof of residency, 
immunization records, an original birth certificate and custody papers if applicable.

We ask that you call even if you do not plan on sending your child to kindergarten next year 
or plan on sending your child to a private or parochial school. This information will assist 
our transportation department, as well as our state and federal funding.

UPK Update: The Universal Pre-Kindergarten (UPK) Program within the Grand Island 
School District is completing another successful year. Each year, the Grand Island Central 
School District runs two UPK sites. In addition to our Sidway location, which runs a 

continued on page 11
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Putting French 
Language Skills to 
Use During Quebec 
City Visit
Spending President's Day weekend 
in Quebec City, 18 Grand Island 
High School students from Susan 
MacPherson’s French classes put their 
language classes to the test during 
their visit. Students were thrilled to 

demonstrate their French speaking skills 
by ordering meals, interacting with 
inhabitants of the city and exploring 
new places. The students toured many 
historic places within the old walled 
city. They visited the Cathedral of St. 
Anne de Beaupre, a village of the Native 
American Huron tribe, Montmorency 
Falls and a traditional Quebecois 
woodcarving workshop. With the 
weather being unseasonably mild, 
the students were able to enjoy many 
delicious French pastries while walking 
the narrow cobblestone streets of this 
beautiful city. 

Academic Rigor  
and Why It Matters
By Karen Cuddy-Miller
Assistant Superintendent for Curriculum and Instruction 

The term “academic rigor” has been commonly used within the education setting for 
decades, yet it has seemingly increased in its use more recently with the adoption of the 
NYS Common Core Learning Standards. Regardless of the context of use, as parents and 
as educators, it is important for us to understand what it really means and why it matters.

In essence, academic rigor is about the quality of the teaching and the learning. It’s about 
ensuring that students not only know the content of the instruction, but have a working 
ability to manipulate their thinking around the concepts of their learning. As educators, 
we have moved away from a world that was focused on “knowing facts” to needing to 
know why, how, and when that information is useful and important. Academic rigor 
includes building stamina in our students for thinking and inquiry; taking our student 
from knowledge and recall to being able analyze, synthesize, and evaluate the learning in 
their classroom(s).

In our “just in time” world – we as a society have become very familiar with “immediate 
satisfaction.” If we want to know something, we can easily use digital media to locate the 
answer “now.” The challenge for our students is increasingly to help them take ownership 
of their learning AND become more comfortable with the ‘struggle’ of new learning.

Our best learning is often the result of struggle to achieve. We learn more through our 
mistakes than we do through our success. Academic rigor is inclusive of building a 
program that challenges our students’ learning through strategies that engage them in 
thinking, questions that push their understanding, and lessons that scaffold their learning 
from comfort level, through discomfort, and back to comfort by successfully ‘mastering’ 
the challenge at hand.

For parents, academic rigor becomes important as it is a critical way to help your children 
as they grow to develop the skill sets needed to become happy, healthy and successful 
young adults. You can do so in a number of ways. This can include:

1. Reading to your children. Often. Reading to children enables us to expose them 
to listening vocabulary that exceeds their word recognition level. This builds word 
meaning and vocabulary in such a way that children can become familiar enough with 
the context of the word, that when they do encounter a new word within their reading, 
they may then recognize and “know it”.

2. Having high expectations. “Push” (think support) your children into challenging 
them to levels ‘just beyond what each of you thinks he or she can do. The power of “I 
CAN” is a very powerful message indeed! It’s also not necessarily about helping them 
to avoid frustration with a challenge, but how to talk themselves through a challenge, 
so that they can learn that while frustration may be a speed bump, it does not need to 
become a road block.

3. Talk about school at home. This is a great opportunity to help them frame and reframe 
what happens in their everyday world. ASK questions – but not simply, “What 
happened today?” but include questions like, “Why is this learning important?” “How 
is this like ____?” “How can knowing (and understanding) this, help you achieve 
your goals this week/this year/in life?” or even socially, “If you could have handled a 
situation differently, what would you do and why do you think that might be a better 
way?”

Helping your child(ren) develop positive attitudes about learning and a good work ethic 
as well as supporting them through challenges, ultimately helps them to achieve academic 
rigor within the classroom and success within our worlds.
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Screening Eyes Early to 
Detect Vision Problems
Through the Lions Club SEE program, local volunteers are helping screen Grand Island 
youngsters under the age of 6 for possible vision problems that could lead to amblyopia, 
commonly known as lazy eye. As part of a state-wide program, Lions Clubs are working 
with Charlotte Sidway, Huth Road and Kaegebein elementaries to screen children’s eyes for 
vision problems with either a Welch Allyn vision screener or a Plusoptix screener.

In early March, students in prekindergarten through second grade will be screened. No 
equipment touches the child. A trained volunteer from the Lions Club holds the vision 
screening device a few feet away from the child. When the child focuses on the screening 
device’s flashing lights, data is recorded. The devices are 85-95% effective in detecting near 
and farsightedness, irregular eye shape, cataracts, eye misalignment and unequal refractive 
power. The early identification allows parents to follow up with an eye care professional for 
further evalution.

The vision screening is a free community service program that is financially supported by 
the local Lions Club.

Since 80% of learning is visual, if a child cannot see well, he can’t learn well. Yet most 
children don’t get their vision screened until they have problems learning or paying 
attention in school.

Author Visits Cap 
PARP Events
Author and illustrator Kevin O’Malley 
visited Huth Road Elementary, Kaegebein 
and Charlotte Sidway to cap the Pick A 
Reading Partner (PARP) reading events. 
The visits were sponsored by the PTA 
groups at the buildings. PARP encourages 
families to connect over a book for 15 
minutes each day. O’Malley’s books give 
readers a chance to think about things in 
a new way and inspired the PARP slogan: 
“Explore galaxies of ideas. Launch into a 
book and read!” 

O’Malley has written and illustrated 
a wide variety of books (www.
booksbyomalley.com). Characters 
learn to follow their dreams in “Leo 
Cockroach…Toy Tester,” “Bud,” and 
“Cinder Edna.” In his fractured fairy 
tales, he looks at classics from a different 
perspective. Several stories take readers 
out of this world. In “Mount Olympus 
Basketball,” the Greek gods and mortals 
compete in an epic basketball match. 
O’Malley shares the space adventures of 
Captain Raptor and his dinosaur crew in 
“Captain Raptor and the Moon Mystery” 
and “Captain Raptor and the Space 
Pirates.” 

Students Win Local 
PAL Fine Art 
Awards
High school seniors are recognized 
annually by 
the Niagara 
Police Athletic 
League 
for their 
achievements 
in the fine arts. 
Art students 
representing 
Grand Island High School are Adam 
Frosolone for Visual Art 3D, Angel 
Garcia for Digital Art, and Julia 
Koprevich for Visual Art 2D. The 
portfolios of these three will compete 
with works from art students within the 
Niagara region. An overall winner in 
each category will be announced at The 
PAL Fine Art Awards Gala at the end of 
March.

GIHS Science Teacher Named to SUNY 
Master Teacher Program
Laura Briganti, a Grand Island High School science teacher, has been named a New York 
State Master Teacher by the State University of New York. The master teacher program is 
a state-wide professional network of outstanding STEM (science, technology, engineering, 
mathematics) teachers. As part of the Western New York network, she will work with other 
master teachers from local school districts and future teachers studying at Buffalo State 
College to develop and share STEM content knowledge.

Chosen through an intensive selection process, this program requires a four-year 
commitment in addition to her teaching responsibilities. Through co-hort meetings, various 
workshops and summer programs, the master teachers collaborate to bring content and 
instructional best practices back to their classrooms, to mentor education majors at Buffalo 
State and to inspire students to consider teaching as a career choice.

Ms. Briganti, who teaches Honors Living Environment, has been employed with the district 
for 20 years.

“I applied to the master teacher program to join a network of successful teachers. I also 
want to learn new content and teaching strategies,” she said. “I have joined a professional 
learning team (PLT) that is organizing a climate summit this June. Students from Grand 
Island and many other nearby districts will attend. I hope to further my own knowledge of 
science and to use what I learn to continue to ignite a passion for science in my students.” 

Other Grand Island High School teachers in the master teacher program are science teachers 
Robert Collard and Lee Nowocien and math teacher Natalie Gallagher.

“We are honored to have several teachers accepted as members in the Master Teacher 
program,” said Karen Cuddy-Miller, assistant superintendent for curriculum and instruction. 
“It is reflective of the dedicated professionals interested in continuing to grow professionally 
in order to master their craft and enhance their skillset. Ultimately, it is our students and 
community who benefit from this professional dedication and it was a true honor to attend 
the induction ceremony for Mrs. Briganti into this prestigious program.”

Grand Island Central School District
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GIHS Students Look and Act the 
Part at Job Search Interviews
Dressed in business attire, resumes in 
hand and ready for several interviews 
from local businesses, Grand Island 
High School students were prepared 
for this year’s job search program.

The job search program, sponsored 
by the High School Business 
Department and the Grand Island 
School and Business Alliance, was 
held in the newly renovated high 
school library. 

Former students who returned as 
interviewers made this event even more special because they participated in this program 
years ago and now sat on the other side of the table. Dominique DeGregorio of the Grand 
Island Town Recreation Department was very impressed by the students and how prepared 
they were for their interviews. Corey McGowan, who owns his own production company, 
was equally as impressed and even commented that the students were more prepared than 
ever before. 

The program is a group effort in the business department every year and many of the 
students will be hired by companies who attended including Grand Island Town Recreation, 
Harbor Center/(716), Delaware North Company, Grand Island Fun Center, Wegmans, Pizza 
Amore, M&T Bank, Grand Island Schools, and Adrians. 

Pictured are Joe Menter, student Olivia VeRost and Dominque DeGregorio. Also pictured is 
assistant principal Michael Carter and student Luke Hess. Also pictured is student Anthony 
Stolfo, Harbor Center’s Andrew Czerwonka, student Angelina Koloshuk, and Harbor 
Center’s AnnMarie Schneider.

Encouraging Bus Safety
The Kaegebein PBIS committee has been working 
diligently with the transportation department to support 
positive behavior on the bus. Each month a student is 
selected from each bus as a “Bus Rider of the Month”. 
These students have demonstrated the core Viking Values 
of being respectful, responsible and safe while riding the 
bus. Additionally, the PBIS Committee has implemented 
a program called “Viking Leaders” to recognize a student 
from each grade level monthly who demonstrates respect, responsibility and safe behaviors 
at school. 

January Bus Riders of the Month are Bella Mazurkiewicz, Lily Burke, Vincent Lewis, and 
Jackson Schmidt.

January Viking Leaders are Morgan Brindenbaker, Lily Buckingham, Addyson Peck, and 
George Wenner.

Serving Up 
Nutritious Meals!
Parents responding to the recent food ser-
vice survey asked for more information 
about the child nutrition program. 

We are part of the National School Break-
fast and Lunch Programs and receive 
reimbursement and entitlement dollars 
from the State and Federal governments, 
which means we have regulations to 
follow. Our nutrition standards are based 
on the Dietary Guidelines for Americans 
2015-2020 and address many components 
of each meal; such as offering more fruits 
and vegetables, serving whole grain-rich 
foods, and offering only fat-free or low-
fat milk varieties. 

Of the five components we offer for lunch 
(protein, whole grains, fruits, vegetables 
and milk), students must take a mini-
mum of three. One of the three must be 
a minimum ½ C fruit or vegetable. We 
offer options for the students so they can 
take items they will eat instead of throw 
away. Nutrition education is also part of 
our mandates. Veggies, and sometimes 
fruits, are part of a Harvest of the Month 
program and we encourage children to at 
least “give them a try”. 

Searching for quality products to serve 
our children is an ongoing process. Here 
is information on some of the products 
we use:

•	100%	beef	burgers	and	meatballs	or	
Jennie-O turkey meatballs

•	Chicken	Breast	is	first	ingredient	of	our	
chicken products. 

•	Nothing	is	fried;	everything	is	“oven	crisp”	

•	Most	veggies	are	frozen	or	fresh.	Fresh	
baby carrots offered daily.

•	New!	Romaine	and	baby	spinach	salad	
daily in elementary and middle school.

•	All	grain	products	(except	for	some	
bagel items that are exempt) are Whole 
Grain Rich.

The five components are also offered dur-
ing breakfast for all students. Elementary 
bus drivers make an all-call for breakfast 
and students are released early to eat. 
New for elementary are oatmeal, Eng-
lish muffins, toast and mini bagels. The 
Middle School breakfast cart is in the hall 
near guidance so students can grab-n-go 
with their breakfast to 1st period and eat 
at their desk. High School breakfast is 
from 7:20 - 8:45 a.m. 

Grand Island Central School District
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VCMS Takes Tech Wars 
Championship
The Tech Wars championship trophy was won by the 36 eighth-grade students competing 
in the 21st annual Tech Wars 
event at NCCC. With 20 
schools represented and over 
600 student competitors, the 
first place total of 27 points 
was far and away the lead, 
as second place finished 
with a very distant eight 
points. In the Sumo Battle 
Bots; Hannah Schiffmacher, 
first; Tom Lockett, second; 
Grace Carey, third. In the 
Mousetrap Vehicles; Tyler 
Grant, first place, with a 
distance of 113 feet and still 
rolling when it hit the end 
wall; Tyler Weigel, second; Brooke Eichel, third. In the CO2 Dragsters; Sean McMann, 
first; Ed VeRost, second; David Schnell, third. In the Bridge Building; Stephen Leone and 
Josh Hunt, fourth; Rose Meaney and Grace Samplinski, seventh.

Happy Birthday  
Dr. Seuss
Thing 1 and Thing 2 joined the Cat in the Hat 
and other characters from Dr. Seuss books 
as second graders in Maureen Gambino’s 
classroom at Huth Road Elementary 
celebrated the birthday of author Theodor 
Seuss.

Learning from BPO 
Vocal Professionals 
Katie Reiderer, a junior heavily involved 
in the music programs at Grand Island 
High School, took part in a Buffalo 
Philharmonic Orchestra vocal master 
class. Master classes allow musically 
advanced 
high school 
and college 
students 
to apply 
for special 
sessions 
to learn 
from music 
professionals. 
Katie was 
nominated 
by her vocal instructor, Marnie Aldrow, 
and was required to submit an audio 
recording. She performed “Widmung” 
by Robert Schumann as her musical 
submission.

“The guest artists, Deborah Selig and 
Darren Stokes, were quite impressed 
with Katie’s musicianship and vocal 
prowess,” said Jennifer L. Mernitz, 
Grand Island High School music teacher. 
“She sang beautifully and represented 
Grand Island with great skill and 
poise. We should be very proud of her 
accomplishment.”

At Grand Island High School, Katie 
is involved in wind ensemble, concert 
choir, Madrigals and the musical. 
Outside of school, she is involved in 
dance (tap, jazz, and ballet), Chromatic 
Club and St. Stephens Parish Players. 
She has competed in numerous all 
county and all state music competitions. 
She has attended The New York Summer 
School of the Arts for the past two years.

Coming from a musical family where 
both parents are music instructors; her 
mother at Niagara Wheatfield School 
District, her father at Frontier Central 
School District, she has taken private 
piano lessons for 10 years and French 
horn for eight years. 

“This master class was a wonderful 
experience, and I have learned numerous 
techniques from the two guest artists 
on how to create a more engaging 
performance,” she said. “I would like to 
pursue a career in vocal performance and 
music education.”

Grand Island Central School District

Serving Up Some 
Latin American 
Dance Moves
A team of dance instructors led by “Salsa 
Sara” brought their Latin dance talents to 
more than 100 Grand Island High School 
students and teachers. During the second 
annual event sponsored by the GIHS 
Foreign Language Department, staff and 
students were taught various dance steps 
for the salsa, merengue and bachata. 
The evening was a fun way to appreciate 
Latin American music, culture, and food. 
Participants worked up an appetite satisfied 
by meals from QDoba.
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resources most effectively to provide the 
instruction that each student needed.”

A typical day in the classroom is filled with 
movement 
and 
choice. 
After 
attendance 
and lunch 
counts at 
the start 
of the day, 
the kids 
move to 
the fitness 
room for 
a brief 
“walk 
and talk” 
where they 
can catch up with their classmates and get 
set for the day.

“Some students have already attended 
before school care or have been seated on 
the bus for extended periods of time and 
this movement break allows for everyone 
to reset and begin their day in control. 
Teachers can use this time to check in with 
students,” said special education teacher 
Kim MacDonell.

Students then participate in a whole group 
ELA lesson. Following the whole group 
lesson, seven to eight students are grouped 
together to work through six different 
ELA work stations. In the afternoon, a 
whole group math lesson is taught; some 
days a parallel lesson is taught to allow for 
greater differentiation. Following the whole 
group lesson, students are divided into five 
heterogeneous groups to rotate through 
math work stations. All lessons are designed 
to embrace sensory preference systems 
within a tactile, auditory, proprioceptive, 
vestibular, oral sensory, and visual 
framework. After math work stations, both 
classes go to physical education, music, or 
art and then prepare for dismissal. 

“All of this is possible because of the 
amazing support of our administrator, 
Denise Dunbar,” said teacher Melissa Taylor 
of the school’s principal. “She shares a 
similar philosophy that classrooms must be 
created around the needs of the students. 
Flexibility and a willingness to adjust is key. 
Our relationships with students must come 
first. We have found that mutual respect is 
directly related to academic success.”

Kindergarten and UPK Registration Information
Continued from page 6

Grand Island High School

“This enables us to get to know the 
strengths and weaknesses of each and every 
child,” said teacher Stephanie Varner. “We 
can create homogenous groups of children 
and heterogeneous groups of students 
depending upon what is most appropriate.”

“Flexible seating options are readily 
available throughout the school day. We 
have wobble seats, ball chairs, cube chairs, 
cozy seats, rugs, a couch, chairs, standing 
desks, duck walkers, balance boards, low 
tables that allow for students to sit on the 
floor or kneel while working,” said teaching 
assistant Kim Groff.

Multi-Sensory Learning Classroom continued from page 1

The classroom design requires the 
teachers to be extremely flexible and open 
communication among all members of the 
team is key. “The students always guide 
our instructional decisions. This shift in our 
program created a very student-centered 
classroom that we are very proud of,” said 
special education teacher Kim MacDonell. 
“Constant reflection is needed to maximize 
student growth, groupings are flexible and 
change as students’ needs change.”

Elizabeth Bittar, Erie 1 BOCES’ special 
education school improvement specialist, 
said her involvement began while working 
on a quality improvement plan with 
the Grand Island district last year. The 
decision to merge the classrooms sprang 
from discussions on how to maximize the 
teaching team’s expertise.

“After my conversation with the co-teaching 
team, it became clear that this classroom 
transformation was much more than the 
sensory-based approach to learning that we 
captured,” said Bittar, who supported the 
district in the delivery of specially designed 
instruction (SDI) in an inclusive classroom 
as well as classroom management. “This 
was the result of four teachers in an 
integrated co-teaching program using their 

morning and afternoon session, we will be working with Kiddo’s Korner Preschool for 
the 2017-2018 academic year. Kiddo’s Korner Preschool will be providing an afternoon 
session as our community-based provider. 

Our education centers provide an excellent program for 4-year old preschool children 
within our community. As a group, they are servicing 43 children adhering to a New 
York State Education Department approved pre-kindergarten curriculum. The program 
requires attendance five days per week, two and one-half hours per day, and follows the 
Grand Island school calendar for non-attendance days.

As we move into spring, the district will be organizing the program for the 2017-18 
school year. The Grand Island School District has recently disseminated a letter to 
registered families with younger siblings, who are currently enrolled within our school 
district. The intent of this letter was to distribute preliminary information regarding our 
UPK Program. This same information has been posted on our website: http://www.
grandislandschools.org . UPK is a grant funded program which is dependent on state aid. 
The amount of aid extended to our district will be the determining factor on the number 
of students served.

If you are a new family to the district, or have a child who will be entering kindergarten 
in the 2017-2018 school year, please contact the District Office at 773-8800 (ext. 0) 
between the hours of 9 a.m. and 3 p.m. to set up an appointment for district registration. 
This will help to ensure your family will receive notices with regard to the UPK 
program. 
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BOE Openings
There will be two Board of Education 
openings on the May 16, 2017 ballot. 
Each position is for a three-year term 
starting July 1, 2017 through June 30, 
2020. Candidate petitions are available in 
the District office and must be returned 
with 30 signatures no later than 5 p.m. 
on April 17. The District office is located 
at 1100 Ransom Road.

The stock imagery in this issue provided by ©2016 Vital Imagery Ltd. cannot be reproduced or redistributed without prior written approval from the companies listed.

Creating a Healthy Mind, Body and Spirit at District 
Health and Wellness Family Fair 
Spiderman made a special visit to Grand 
Island Schools to help teach kids and their 
families that it can be fun to be active 
and choose healthy foods. The super hero 
was part of the District’s second annual 
health and wellness family fair. The many 

resources available for families that promote 
health and well-being within the community 
were showcased at the event. 

“We invited a variety of vendors to provide 
information, resources, screenings, 
demonstrations, healthy food and fun 
opportunities such as massages and 
recreational activities. Spiderman was just 
a fun draw for the younger ones,” said 
Cynthia Sharpe, RN, district nurse team 
leader and the health fair chair. 

The fair was sponsored by the Grand Island 
District health and wellness council.

“Our district has committed to providing 
a school environment that promotes and 
protects children’s health, well-being, and 
the ability to learn by fostering healthy 
eating and physical activity,” said Mrs. 
Sharpe. The fair is also a requirement that is 
spelled out in the district’s new health and 
wellness policy.

There were free healthy snacks, fun 
activities, health screenings, free massages, 
information sharing from more than 25 
local vendors, games, free raffles and a CPR 
demonstration. The high school pool was 
open for a family swim. 

The following vendors participated: GI Fire 
Company, Erie County Sheriff’s Domestic 
Violence Unit, Soma Cura Wellness Center, 
Lion’s Club, Mount St. Mary’s Hospital, 
Niagara Falls Memorial Medical Center, 
University Pediatric Dentistry, Island 
Kids, Erie County Department of Health, 
Poison Center of Upstate NY, UNYTS, 
The MOG, Radisson Fitness Center, NYS 
Troopers, Just For Kids Program, GI Parks 
and Recreation, GI Golden Age Center, Gus 
Macker Event, Boy Scouts, Girl Scouts, 
Grand Island Soccer, Grand Island Little 
League. Donations were received from 
Tops, GICSD Food Services and many of 
the vendors.


